Making a car ICON for your Tom Tom
(using Photoshop or Photoshop Elements)

1. Either find or take a picture of the car you want to make an icon of for your Tom Tom.

2. The image should be of a decent size to start off with, at least 600 pixels wide X 400 pixels tall.

3. Now, take a minute and look at the image your going to use. It should look like the other icons, what I mean; the view should be slightly above, such that you are able to see a little bit of the roof.

4. Look at the lighting of the image, it the image sunny on one side and shaded on the other? You don’t want that, you want an image that is neither.

5. IF you are going to take a picture, think about the lighting as described in the previous step. If it’s a bright sunny day, put the sun at your back so that it’s shining on the back of the car, and make sure YOUR shadow isn’t in the picture.

6. IF you are using a pre-existing image, first check resolution of the image, if it’s higher than 72 dpi, resize it. To ensure the finished image is at least 600 x 400.
a. Open up the image.

b. Across the top you will find in the tool bar “IMAGE”, CLICK. 

c. In the drop down menu you will find “RESIZE”, CLICK.

d. The top selection will be “RESIZE”, CLICK

e. Within the box that opens up you will find the Resolution of the image, if need be, change it to 72 pixel/in. CLICK “OK” to save.  

7. OK, Lets get started. We will assume you have the image of the back of the car you want to use ready and resized.
8. There are two ways to go about this, so I will detail both ways, using the ERASER and the MAGIC WAND, or using the Polygonal Lasso Tool.

Here is a image of the TOOL BOX and its tool’s.
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a. POLYGONAL LASSO TOOL method

i. With the image of the back of your car open, First, go to the tool bar and select “VIEW”, CLICK

ii. Select “ZOOM IN”, select it as many times as you need to enable you to see the edge of the cars outline detain. 

iii. Select the “POLYGONAL LASSO” tool. There are three tools within that box, so if the tools in snot showing and one of the other lasso tools are showing, click on the bottom right hand corner of the box and the other tools will appear, select the polygonal lasso tool from the list, it’s on the bottom. 

iv. Move the tool over the image; place the tip of the tail of the lasso right on the edge of your car and CLICK. 

v. This will attach the lasso to the image. Every time you CLICK in the image it attaches another part of the lasso. It only goes in straight lines, so you will need to make many attachments points as you go around corners.
vi. Take your time and go completely around the image of your car, as soon as you get VERY close to completing the lasso, you will see a small circle appear next to the lasso, and CLICK and the two ends of the lasso will join. And once again the “marching ants” appear.

vii. In the tool bar, go to “FILE”, “NEW”, “BLANK FILE”. A box will open up in which you will to make the resolution 72 dpi, and make the size big enough to fit around your cars image with some room to spare, about 10 pixels to the side will do. The new image will need to be square so make the numbers the same. At the bottom is a box labeled “BACKGROUND CONTENTS” select WHITE.  CLICK “OK”. This will open up the new blank image.

viii. Go to the toll bar and select “ WINDOW”, CLICK, you will see at the very bottom both image files, the one of your car, and one called “untitled”, CLICK on the file of your car. 

ix. Go to the tool bar and select “WINDOW”, at the top should be “IMAGES”, within the list select “TILE”. You will now be able to see both of your images, your car, and the untitled blank file.

x. Put your cursor in the title bar for the image of your car. 

xi. Go to the tool box and select the “MOVE TOOL” which looks like a Arrowhead with a cross, it will be the top left hand tool.

xii. Put the MOVE TOOL in the center of your cars image, hold down the left mouse button and drag your car onto the blank image. MAXIMIZE the blank file with your car on it, now use the arrow buttons on your key board to move and center your cars image. 

xiii. NOW, when you either took the picture of your car, or used the existing image, could you see the tires under your car? I couldn’t, and if I could, you couldn’t see them very well. SO what we can do now it draw in some tires beneath your car, if required or if you desire to.
xiv. To draw in tires, perform the following:

1. Ensure you have enough room when done that your car is centered in the image. If necessary, move it now.

2. Go to your tool box and select the “PENCIL” tool if it wasn’t selected previously it might be showing one of the brush tools, you can change it by clicking in the bottom right corner of that tool, and a selection box opens up, select the pencil.
3. It will draw using to TOP box that is on the bottom, if it’s not black, you can reset it by clicking on the tiny image of a black and white box that resets both the white and black to their default colors.

4. Before you can start drawing in the tires you need to select the background. 

a. Go to the tool bar and select “WINDOW”, and “LAYERS”. 

b. The Layers box will open up. You should see that layer 1 is selected, which is your car. 

c. Select the “BACKGROUND” by clicking anywhere in the layer box by the background image which is just a white box.

5. Now you can draw in the tires. However you want using the pencil tool. You don’t have to worry about drawing on your car as the pencil tool will draw UNDER the car and not on it.

6. Once you got the tires looking exactly how you want them, you need to lock down the image. 

xv. Go to the tool bar, select “LAYER”, at the very bottom, you will see “FLATTEN IMAGE” CLICK.  

xvi. Go to the tool box, select the “MAGIC WAND” tool, and place the tip of it in the WHITE portion of the image, CLICK. 

xvii. The “marching ants” appear….

xviii. Go to the tool box and select the “PAINT BUCKET”, click in the BLACK box at the bottom of the toolbox, the color pallet box opens up. Like before, in the R, B, and G boxes. In R put in 255, in the other two, put in 0. CLICK “OK” 

xix. Move the “PAINT BUCKET” tool over the white area of the image and CLICK, that area will be filled in with RED.

xx. Go to the tool bar, select “SELECT” in to dropdown menu select “DESELECT”. 

xxi. You are about done.

xxii.  Go to the tool bar and select “IMAGE”, “RESIZE”, and “IMAGE SIZE”. CLICK on WIDTH or WIEGHT, both will change at the same time, and change the value to 80, CLICK “OK”.

xxiii. Go to the tool bar, select “FILE”, “SAVE AS”, and pick the name you want to give the file and where to save it and your DONE. 

b. ERASER and the MAGIC WAND TOOLS method.
i. With the image of the back of your car open, First, go to the tool bar and select “VIEW”, CLICK

ii. Select “ZOOM IN”, select it as many times as you need to enable you to see the edge of the cars outline detain. 

iii. Select the ERASER tool, you will see just below the tool bar, the BRUSH SHAPE, its SIZE, its MODE, and its OPACITY.

1. Set the brush shape to round

2. Set the size to an easy to sue size, just pick what “feels good” 

3. Set the mode to PENCIL

4. Set the opacity to 100%

5. Look at the very bottom of your TOOLBOX, you will see two squares, the overlap, the default is black on top, white on the bottom. 

6. IF the square on the bottom is WHITE, you’re set and ready to start. If not, put your cursor in the bottom box and CLICK, that will open up the color pallet. Along side the color box, you will see a set of boxes which have numbers in them. In the R, G, and B boxes, put 255, that will make it WHITE, CLICK “OK”. 

iv. As you hold down the left mouse bottom you can start to ERACE everything off the image. Do small pieces one at a time. Go all the way around the image as close as possible. Once you have the image of your car outlined, ERASE EVERYTHING else out of the image so you will end up with your car sitting on a white background.

v. NOW, once you have that done. Go up to the tool bar and CLICK on “IMAGE”, “RESIZE”, and “IMAGE SIZE” note the size of your image at the top in pixels. Click “cancel” to close the box.

vi. In the tool bar, go to “FILE”, “NEW”, “BLANK FILE”. A box will open up in which you will to make the resolution 72 dpi, and make the size big enough to fit around your cars image with some room to spare, about 10 pixels to the side will do. The new image will need to be square so make the numbers the same. At the bottom is a box labeled “BACKGROUND CONTENTS” select WHITE.  CLICK “OK”. This will open up the new blank image.

vii. Go to the toll bar and select “ WINDOW”, CLICK, you will see at the very bottom both image files, the one of your car, and one called “untitled”, CLICK on the file of your car. 

viii. After you ERASED completely around your car, you will have a WHITE “groove” completely around your car. 

ix. CLICK on the MAGIC WAND TOOL. Then put the tip of it in the GROOVE. CLICK, you will see the “marching ants”, go up to the tool bar and select “SELECT”, and in the menu you will see “inverse” CLICK. 

x. Go to the tool bar and select “WINDOW”, at the top should be “IMAGES”, within the list select “TILE”. You will now be able to see both of your images, your car, and the untitled blank file.

xi. Put your cursor in the title bar for the image of your car. 

xii. Go to the tool box and select the “MOVE TOOL” which looks like a Arrowhead with a cross, it will be the top left hand tool.

xiii. Put the MOVE TOOL in the center of your cars image, hold down the left mouse button and drag your car onto the blank image. MAXIMIZE the blank file with your car on it, now use the arrow buttons on your key board to move and center your cars image. 

xiv. NOW, when you either took the picture of your car, or used the existing image, could you see the tires under your car? I couldn’t, and if I could, you couldn’t see them very well. SO what we can do now it draw in some tires beneath your car, if required or if you desire to.

1. Ensure you have enough room when done that your car is centered in the image. If necessary, move it now.

2. Go to your tool box and select the “PENCIL” tool if it wasn’t selected previously it might be showing one of the brush tools, you can change it by clicking in the bottom right corner of that tool, and a selection box opens up, select the pencil. 

3. It will draw using to TOP box that is on the bottom, if it’s not black, you can reset it by clicking on the tiny image of a black and white box, that resets both the white and black to their default colors.

a. Before you can start drawing in the tires you need to select the background. 

b. Go to the tool bar and select “WINDOW”, and “LAYERS”. 

c. The Layers box will open up. You should see that layer 1 is selected, which is your car. 

d. Select the “BACKGROUND” by clicking anywhere in the layer box by the background image which is just a white box.

4. Now you can draw in the tires. However you want using the pencil tool. You don’t have to worry about drawing on your car as the pencil tool will draw UNDER the car and not on it.

5. Once you got the tires looking exactly how you want them, you need to lock down the image. 

xv. Go to the tool bar, select “LAYER”, at the very bottom, you will see “FLATTEN IMAGE” CLECK.  

xvi. Go to the tool box, select the “MAGIC WAND” tool, and place the tip of it in the WHITE portion of the image, CLICK. 

xvii. The “marching ants” appear….

xviii. Go to the tool box and select the “PAINT BUCKET”, click in the BLACK box at the bottom of the toolbox, the color pallet box opens up. Like before, in the R, B, and G boxes. In R put in 255, in the other two, put in 0. CLICK “OK” 

xix. Move the “PAINT BUCKET” tool over the white area of the image and CLICK, that area will be filled in with RED.

xx. Go to the tool bar, select “SELECT” in to dropdown menu select “DESELECT”. 

xxi. You are about done.

xxii.  Go to the tool bar and select “IMAGE”, “RESIZE”, and “IMAGE SIZE”. CLICK on WIDTH or WIEGHT, both will change at the same time, and change the value to 80, CLICK “OK”.

xxiii. Go to the tool bar, select “FILE”, “SAVE AS”, and pick the name you want to give the file and where to save it and your DONE. 

